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1. Submission of the thesis 
 
Each candidate must submit to the PhD Secretariat: 
 

- 1 electronic version (Pdf) of the thesis to be sent to the external referees; 
The document will be quickly checked by an internal ad-hoc committee and, in case editorial 
changes are requested, sent back to the candidate who will have one week to return the 
document that will be then sent to the external referees. 
 

- 1 electronic version (Pdf) of the final thesis to be sent to the members of the 
Commission; 

The candidate will then have about four weeks to introduce changes/edits requested by the 
external referees. In case revisions will be substantial, the candidate should also prepare a 
rebuttal letter for the external referee. 
 

- 3 bound copies to be given to the Secretary a few days before the final exam.  
 
All copies submitted by the candidate are the property of the University. 
 
Each copy of the thesis must include: 
 

- an abstract (see point 4)  
- a declaration of original authorship (see point 5).  
 

 
It is mandatory to upload the pdf of the thesis and the Disclaimer in the online, open-
access archive at the following link  http://eprintsphd.biblio.unitn.it/help/DepositInformation.html 
at least 10 days before the examination date. 
 
 
2. Word limits of the thesis  
 
The length of a “standard” thesis should not be greater than 90,000 words.  
 
The word count does not include: 

- the bibliography 
- the appendices  
- any material contained within the footnotes. 
 

Candidates are permitted to include as an integral part of their thesis offprints of substantial 
articles or papers describing research performed during the PhD, provided that the 
candidate is either first/last author or has shared first/last authorship in at least one. It is 
essential that the literary unity of the thesis will be preserved (see point 6 for specific 
guidelines).  
 

http://eprintsphd.biblio.unitn.it/help/DepositInformation.html
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3. Format of the thesis  
 
Each copy of the thesis must contain a title page header "UNIVERSITY OF TRENTO" and 
include the following information:  
 

- Title of thesis  
- Degree, cycle, and program for which the thesis is submitted  
- Department, Centre or Institute in which the research has been carried out  
- Candidate's name  
- Tutor’s name 
- Advisor’s name (if any) 
- Academic Year 
 

The thesis must be printed on two sides of an A4 paper (30 cm x 21 cm)  
 
There must be sufficient space between each line of type to ensure the legibility. One-and-
a-half or double spacing with a margin of 35 mm on the left-hand side of the page before 
binding are recommended. The pages containing any offprint, tables etc. must be numbered 
in sequence with the rest of the thesis. Only good quality reproductions of figures and Tables 
will be accepted. 
 
Materials which are essential to the thesis but which cannot be reduced to the proper thesis 
size may be submitted separately or made available via a sharable link. Check with the 
Secretariat that the format is acceptable.  
 
Candidates may submit published papers in addition to the “full thesis. See art. 7. 
 
4. Abstract  
 
The abstract of the thesis has to be included and must be a clear and brief outline of the 
thesis not exceeding 500 words. 
 
5. Original authorship  
 
Each candidate must sign a standard declaration of original authorship, provided by the 
Doctorate Program, which reads:  
 
‘Declaration 
  
I (Name of the candidate) confirm that this is my own work and the use of all material from other 
sources has been properly and fully acknowledged.’ 

 
A copy of the signed declaration must be bound to each copy of the thesis.  
 
 
6. It is very important to present the overall AIMs of the thesis in a specific section with 
that heading, to be placed after the general introduction. 
 
7.  Thesis-containing papers 
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Published research article(s) or paper(s) in press of which the candidate is either first/last 
author or has shared first/last authorship in at least one may be incorporated into the 
thesis. If the article is protected by copyrights (not open-access), a pre-print version should 
be included instead. The paper must have been published or formally accepted in an 
international peer-reviewed journal belonging to the first quartile of the journals on the 
research topic, according to Journal Citation Reports. For papers accepted for publication 
or in press, the letter of the editor must be included. 
 
In case the candidate has opted for including research paper(s), the thesis must maintain 
a literary unit and include the following sessions: 
 
-  Abstract 
-  general Introduction providing a broader perspective on the topic than usually given in 
the introduction section of scientific publications.  
-  a brief Results section in which the student must highlight his/her specific contributions 
to the paper. This section could be extended in case the candidate wants to integrate what 
is presented in the published paper with unpublished results she/he obtained.  
- a Materials and Methods section that describes in details all the methods the candidate 
actually used. 
-  brief Discussion in which the candidate provides her/his evaluation of the contribution of 
the work to the current state of the art of the field. 
-  list of References cited in the extended introduction 
-  Paper(s) published and/or in press 
 
In case more than one paper is included, each of them can be presented as a separate 
chapter comprising the brief Results and Discussion sections. A final, general Discussion 
is then expected to be included as a final wrap-up of the overall PhD project and its 
relevance in the field 
 
8. Plagiarism.   
 
The Students are also warned that they will be held responsible for work which they 
submit, including potential plagiarism issues. Detailed information on this issue are 
provided to all students at the time of thesis writing by the PhD office of the Polo Collina. 
 
9. Acknowledgement of editorial and proof-reading services 
The use of any third-party proof-reading or editing must be acknowledged in a written 
statement accompanying the work on submission. The use of third-party services will not 
be accepted in mitigation of any deficiencies in the work.  


